[Epidemiology of childhood tumors in the Piedmont and Valle d'Aosta regions during the 1965-69 period].
Piemonte and Valle d'Aosta are in the NW part of Italy. In 1967 total population and population aged 0-14 were respectively 4.338.000 and 841.000. During the period 1965-69 a total of 688 cases of cancer (including leukemia) were diagnosed inchildren under 15 years of age resident in this area. The Cancer Registry of Piedmont and Valle d'Aosta (RTP) provided information on 465 children; the other 223 were collected through additional investigation in the files of 31 university of hospital departments of the region and 5 extraregional hospitals. Distribution through the 5 years covered by the investigation is shown in Table 1. Histological or hematological confirmation of the diagnosis was available in 499 cases (73%). The 688 cases included 216 leukemias, 131 tumors of the central nervous system, 40 neuroblastomas, 82 lymphomas (including 34 cases of Hodgkin's disease), 46 nephroblastomas, 32 soft-tissue sarcomas, 29 bone sarcomas (including 5 cases of Ewing's disease), 25 retinoblastomas, 12 thyroid tumors, 10 extragenital teratomas, 5 ovarian dysgerminomas, 4 tumours of the testes, 4 hepatoblastomas and 52 other tumours (Table 2). The number of children under 15 years of age dying of cancer during 1965-69 was 341 (Table 2). Incidence and mortality rates by age groups are given in Tables 3 and 4. The rates were of the same order as those observed in the U.S. and in other European cancer registries during the same period (Tables 4,5 and 6). The mortality rate for nephroblastomas at age 0-4 was 1,09/100.000/year, i.e. slightly higher than that observed in the U.S. in 1960 but about twice as high as that observed in the U.S. in 1967 (14). Incidence and mortality rates for both Hodgkin's and non-Hodgkin's lymphomas were about 3 times higher in males than in females (Table 3). The difference was less obvious during the first five years of life, in which the total number of diagnosed lymphomas was 16.